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good is the realisation of the self and not of any
special tendency or desire. The good has thus to
be distinguished from all particular objects of desire.
So far we may admit the force of the Stoic reasoning.
But if this be all that we can say, shall we not
end by opposing the general idea of good to every
particular form which that good can take ? To this
the Stoic's answer is, that there is a motive or end
derived from our nature as rational beings: for it
is the characteristic of reason to look at all things
from a general point of view, from the point of
view of the whole; and this originates in us a love
*of law or order for its own sake. Further, as this
motive springs from our inmost self, so it may
become supreme over all other motives and even
take the place of them all. Nay, they contend, it
must do so, in every one who is fully conscious of
himself.

This conception is well illustrated by the Stoic
account of thei development of man's moral conscious-
ness, which is reproduced by Cicero in the treatise
De FinHus* According to the view there stated,
the primitive consciousness of man is a consciousness
of himself, and his primitive motive is to realise
himself. But what self? Cicero's Stoic answers
that man begins with the consciousness of his
particular self, and his desire is therefore for objects
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